   RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Assembly held on Monday 17th March 2025 in St Mary’s Church Hall, Rufford
Present: Cllrs. Gordon (Chairperson), Newsham, Pickavance, Pryke, Rear.
LCC Eddie Pope

Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were ten members of the public.
1612/25  To receive apologies.        
Borough Cllr. Paul Hesketh
Cllr. Taylor
1613/25   The Chairperson opened the Parish Assembly to the public.

Public concerns of the following :

Football post removal

Concern about removal of posts expressed-

· Failed safety examination

· FA guidelines on unattended posts

· Any team operating from the recreation ground would not be able to comply with FA regulations regarding toilets and shower facilities. 

November Parish Council meeting council had resolved to remove posts due to reasons listed.

Recreation ground still a bit bumpy from tractor run 

 Volunteers are going to give ground another roll with a heavy roller.

Concern on a Holmeswood Footpath (dogs off leads)

Parish Council to contribute towards a sign warning that dogs off their leads can endanger nesting wildlife.

Name of official Parish Council Web Site

Parish Council informed the Assembly that the name that was chosen for the official web site is RuffordandHolmeswood. Although the parish name is Rufford Parish Council. The Parish Council clerk is working towards changing our name to Rufford and Holmeswood Parish Council.

Election of Parish Council May 2024

Concern expressed about lack of advertising.

· Parish Council’s new website was not quite up and running at this time

· The Election was published on the West Lancs Web Site (WLBC are the election authority for all Parish Council elections)

· Parish Council was given notices of election to pin on Parish Council notice boards which was done.

Parish Councillor Vacancy -retirement of one councillor 2025

Concern expressed over why vacancy not advertised on Parish Concil web site

Parish Council apologised that the new web site was not used sooner to advertise the
councillor vacancy.

Outcomes from Parish Assembly

From this meeting the Parish Council have been in touch with Tom Lynan elections officer at WLBC and he has agreed to help Parish Council with putting up a page on our web site dedicated to elections. 

Name of Parish Council – clerk has been in touch with WLBC and it seems we will have to do various things to affect a name change. One of those would be a public consultation and if the Parish Council can use the website to support the consultation.
1614/25 The Chairperson closed the meeting at 7.35 pm

The Parish Council Meeting then commenced.

_________________________

Chairperson’s signature and date

